APSC Civil Services Examination — A Gateway to Assam Government Jobs

The Assam Public Service Commission (APSC) conducts the Combined Competitive Examination (CCE) — also known
as APSC Civil Services Exam — for recruitment to prestigious administrative posts under the Government of Assam.

If you are a student in Assam and dream of becoming a Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP), Assam Civil Service
(ACS) Officer, or working in other state-level administrative roles, this is the exam you should aim for.

1. What is the Exam Pattern?
The APSC CCE (Civil Services) is held in three stages, similar to the UPSC format:
Stage 1: Preliminary Examination

e Type: Objective (Multiple Choice Questions)

Papers:
o Paper |- General Studies (100 questions, 200 marks)
o Paper Il - General Studies Il (CSAT) (80 questions, 200 marks)
e Duration: 2 hours per paper
o Total Marks: 400
¢ Negative Marking: 0.25 marks deducted for each wrong answer
e Purpose: Qualifying test to shortlist candidates for the Mains exam

Note: Paper Il (CSAT) is qualifying only — candidates must score 33% or more to be considered for merit in Paper I.

Stage 2: Mains Examination
e Type: Descriptive / Written Examination
o Total Papers: 6

e Subjects & Marks:

Paper Name Marks
Essay 250
General Studies | 250
General Studies Il 250
General Studies Il 250
General Studies IV 250

Optional Subject Paper | 250
Optional Subject Paper 1l 250

« Total Marks for Mains: 1500

¢ Language: Candidates can write in English or Assamese (and other approved languages)



Stage 3: Interview / Personality Test
e Marks: 275
o Total Marks (Mains + Interview): 1775

¢ This stage tests the candidate’s personality, leadership, communication skills, and awareness of Assam-related
issues.

2. Subjects Included, Exams Held & Eligibility Criteria
Subjects Included
The APSC syllabus includes a wide variety of subjects covering:
e Indian History & Assam History
¢ Indian Polity & Constitution
e Geography (India & Assam)
e Economy
e Science & Technology
¢ Environment & Ecology
e Current Affairs
o Ethics, Integrity & Aptitude

e Optional Subject (chosen by the candidate) — such as Anthropology, Geography, History, Political Science,
Sociology, Assamese Literature, etc.

The syllabus is designed to test a candidate’s knowledge of both India and Assam, making it highly relevant for
students from the state.

Eligibility Criteria

Criteria Requirement

Nationality Must be an Indian Citizen

Domicile Assamese candidates preferred; some posts are only for permanent residents
Minimum Age 21 years as on 1st January of the exam year

Maximum Age 38 years (relaxation for OBC — 3 yrs, SC/ST — 5 yrs, PwD — 10 yrs)

Educational Qualification Graduate degree from a recognized university (any stream)

Number of Attempts No fixed attempt limit; based on age eligibility

Physical Standards (For Police Posts)
If you aim for posts like DSP, you must meet specific physical fitness criteria such as:
e Height, Chest measurements

e Physical endurance (may include tests like running, long jump, etc.)



3. What Entrance Exam to Give to Join APSC Services?
To get into civil services under the Assam government, you need to clear:
APSC Combined Competitive Examination (CCE)
This is the only entrance exam that leads to prestigious posts like:
¢ Assam Civil Service (ACS)
e Assam Police Service (DSP)
e Assam Land & Revenue Service
o Labour Officer
¢ Superintendent of Taxes
o District Transport Officer
¢ And many more Group A & B state-level positions

There is no separate institute; once selected, successful candidates are trained at designated government training
academies in Assam.

Tips for School Students (Class 9-12) Aspiring for APSC
If you're still in school, it's the perfect time to begin your journey. Here’s how:
¢ Read newspapers daily (especially Assamese and national dailies)
o Build strong basics in subjects like History, Polity, Geography, and Assamese culture
e Improve writing and comprehension skills
o Stay aware of Assam’s social, economic, and environmental issues

e After graduation, begin focused preparation or join a reliable coaching institute (online/offline)



