
Bank Probationary Officer (Bank PO) Examination 

Overview 

The Bank Probationary Officer (PO) examination is one of India’s most sought-after competitive exams for graduates 

aspiring to work in the banking sector. Conducted by various public sector banks through IBPS, SBI, and RBI, the 

exam recruits candidates for officer-level positions. The role of a PO involves handling customer services, supervising 

clerical work, managing accounts, and implementing banking policies. 

Exam Conducting Authorities 

There are mainly three major bodies conducting PO-level exams in India: 

• IBPS PO (Institute of Banking Personnel Selection) – for nationalized banks. 

• SBI PO (State Bank of India) – for the State Bank and its associate branches. 

• RBI Grade B Officer Exam – for officer positions in the Reserve Bank of India. 

Frequency of Examination 

These exams are generally conducted once every year. 

• IBPS PO – Prelims in October, Mains in November. 

• SBI PO – Prelims around November, Mains in December or January. 

• RBI Grade B – Usually between May and August. 

Eligibility Criteria 

• Nationality: Must be a citizen of India. 

• Educational Qualification: A bachelor’s degree in any discipline from a recognized university. 

• Age Limit: Generally between 20 and 30 years (with age relaxation for SC/ST/OBC and other categories as 

per government norms). 

Why Appear for the Exam / Benefits 

Becoming a Bank PO offers a stable and prestigious government career with numerous benefits, including: 

• Attractive salary and allowances. 

• Job security with career growth opportunities up to senior management positions. 

• Opportunities for leadership and administrative roles. 

• Exposure to banking operations, customer management, and financial systems. 

Examination Pattern 

IBPS PO and SBI PO 

1. Preliminary Examination 

• Objective type with three sections: 

o English Language – 30 Questions, 30 Marks 

o Quantitative Aptitude – 35 Questions, 35 Marks 

o Reasoning Ability – 35 Questions, 35 Marks 

• Total: 100 Questions, 100 Marks, 60 minutes. 



• Negative marking: 0.25 marks deducted for each wrong answer. 

2. Main Examination 

• Objective and Descriptive sections. 

• Objective Test: 

o Reasoning & Computer Aptitude – 45 Qs 

o General/Economy/Banking Awareness – 40 Qs 

o English Language – 35 Qs 

o Data Analysis & Interpretation – 35 Qs 

o Total Marks: 200; Duration: 3 hours. 

• Descriptive Test: Essay and Letter Writing in English (25 marks, 30 minutes). 

3. Interview 

• Candidates who clear the Mains are called for a personal interview (usually 20–30 marks). 

RBI Grade B 

• Phase I (Objective), Phase II (Descriptive + Objective), and Interview. 

• Focuses on General Awareness, Economics, and Finance. 

Syllabus (General Overview) 

Prelims: 

• English Language: Grammar, Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary. 

• Quantitative Aptitude: Simplification, Data Interpretation, Percentage, Ratio, Time & Work, Speed & Distance. 

• Reasoning Ability: Puzzles, Coding-Decoding, Blood Relations, Syllogism, Seating Arrangement. 

Mains: 

• Reasoning & Computer Aptitude: Logical reasoning, Input-Output, Computer fundamentals. 

• General/Economy/Banking Awareness: Current affairs, Indian economy, RBI functions, monetary policies. 

• English Language: Essay writing, Reading comprehension, Grammar. 

• Data Analysis & Interpretation: Graphs, Charts, Tables, Probability, Data Sufficiency. 

Preparation Resources 

• Online Resources: Official mock tests and previous years’ question papers provided by IBPS, SBI, and RBI 

portals. 

• Current Affairs: Regular reading of newspapers and monthly current affairs compilations. 

Conclusion 

The Bank PO examination opens doors to a secure and rewarding career in India’s public sector banking system. With 

structured preparation and consistency, students can achieve success and begin a professional journey offering 

financial stability, growth, and national service through banking. 


