
What is CAT? 

CAT (Common Admission Test) is a national-level entrance exam conducted every year for admission into 
MBA (Master of Business Administration) or PGDM (Post Graduate Diploma in Management) courses 
offered by the IIMs and many other top management institutes across India. 

It is a computer-based test that evaluates your aptitude in areas like reasoning, mathematics, and English. 

CAT is conducted annually by one of the Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) on a rotational basis.  

Students usually take CAT after completing their graduation (Bachelor’s degree).  

If you aspire to study business, management, entrepreneurship, or become a corporate leader, CAT is the first 
major step towards that goal. 

Subjects/Sections in CAT Exam 

The CAT exam has three main sections: 

1. Verbal Ability and Reading 
Comprehension (VARC) 

o English grammar 

o Vocabulary 

o Reading Comprehension 

o Sentence Completion 

o Para jumbles 

o Critical Reasoning 

2. Data Interpretation and Logical Reasoning 
(DILR) 

o Graphs and charts 

o Puzzles 

o Logical connections 

o Conditional DI 

o Caselets 

3. Quantitative Ability (QA) 

o Mathematics (up to Class 10 level) 

o Algebra 

o Geometry 

o Arithmetic 

o Number systems 

o Modern Mathematics 

These sections test your thinking ability, not just your memory. 

 

When is CAT Held? 

• Month: Usually in November every year 

• Application Period: Starts around August–September 

• Results Declared: By January 

 

How to Start Preparing Early (While in School) 

If you’re in school (especially Classes 9–12), you can begin building a strong foundation for CAT by: 



• Improving your English vocabulary and reading skills 

• Practicing mental maths and logical reasoning puzzles 

• Developing time management and analytical thinking 

• Following newspapers like The Hindu or The Indian Express for reading practice 

• Attempting Mock Tests before appearing for actual test 

 

Exam Pattern of CAT 

Feature Details 

Mode of Exam Online (Computer-based) 

Duration 2 hours total 

Sections 3 (VARC, DILR, QA) 

Time per Section 40 minutes 

Total Questions ~66 questions (can vary slightly) 

Types of 
Questions 

MCQs + Non-MCQs (TITA – Type in the Answer) 

 

Eligibility Criteria for CAT 

To appear for CAT, you need to meet the following: 

• Educational Qualification: A Bachelor’s degree (any stream) with at least 50% marks (45% for 
SC/ST/PwD). 

• Final Year Students: Those in the final year of graduation can also apply. 

• No Age Limit: There is no upper or lower age limit for taking CAT. 

 

What Institutes Accept CAT? 

CAT scores are accepted by: 

• All 20 IIMs across India 

• Top B-Schools like: 

o FMS Delhi 

o MDI Gurgaon 

o SPJIMR Mumbai 

o IMT Ghaziabad 

o IITs (for MBA programs) 

o TAPMI 

o And many more private and government institutions 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Other Entrance Exams for MBA (Apart from CAT) 

Besides CAT, there are other entrance exams you can consider: 

Exam Name Institutes Covered 

XAT XLRI, XIMB, etc. 

NMAT NMIMS 

SNAP Symbiosis Institutes 

MAT Multiple Private B-Schools 

CMAT AICTE-approved colleges 

GMAT For both Indian and international B-Schools 

 


