
Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) 

Overview 

The Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) is a national-level entrance examination conducted for admission to 

undergraduate (UG) and postgraduate (PG) law programs offered by National Law Universities (NLUs) across India, 

except for NLU Delhi (which conducts its own exam, AILET). CLAT is organized by the Consortium of National Law 

Universities, comprising representative universities from all NLUs. 

The examination assesses students’ aptitude for legal studies and aims to identify candidates capable of pursuing 

professional legal education and careers in law, judiciary, public policy, and corporate sectors. 

Exam Conducting Authority 

• Conducted by: Consortium of National Law Universities (NLUs) 

• Participating Institutions: 24 National Law Universities and several affiliated private universities 

Frequency of Examination 

The CLAT exam is conducted once every year, generally in the month of December. 

• Application Form: Released around July–August 

• Admit Card: November 

• Exam Date: Usually the first or second Sunday of December 

• Results: Declared in December itself 

Eligibility Criteria 

• Nationality: Indian citizens, including NRIs and foreign nationals. 

• Educational Qualification: 

o For UG (LL.B.) Program: Must have passed Class 12 (10+2) or equivalent with at least 45% marks 

(40% for SC/ST). 

o For PG (LL.M.) Program: Must possess an LL.B. degree or equivalent with at least 50% marks (45% 

for SC/ST). 

o Candidates appearing in the qualifying examination are also eligible. 

• Age Limit: No upper age limit for UG or PG courses. 

Why Appear for the Exam / Benefits 

CLAT opens the door to India’s premier law institutions, offering: 

• Admission to 24 National Law Universities, the top law colleges in the country. 

• Diverse career opportunities — as advocates, corporate legal advisors, civil servants, or judicial officers. 

• Strong academic foundation in law, governance, and public policy. 

• Scholarships and placements through NLUs with reputed law firms, companies, and government institutions. 

 

 

 

 



Examination Pattern (Undergraduate CLAT) 

The CLAT-UG exam tests comprehension, analytical reasoning, and legal aptitude. 

Section Number of Questions Weightage (Approx.) 

English Language 22–26 20% 

Current Affairs, including General Knowledge 28–32 25% 

Legal Reasoning 28–32 25% 

Logical Reasoning 22–26 20% 

Quantitative Techniques 10–14 10% 

Total 120 Questions 100 Marks 

 

• Duration: 2 hours 

• Question Type: Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) based on comprehension passages 

• Negative Marking: 0.25 marks deducted for each incorrect answer 

Syllabus 

1. English Language: 

• Reading comprehension passages with questions testing vocabulary, grammar, and inference. 

• Topics: Word meanings, sentence completion, synonyms, antonyms, idioms, and correction of errors. 

2. Current Affairs and General Knowledge: 

• National and international current events. 

• Historical events, important dates, and contemporary issues. 

• Major legal developments and landmark judgments. 

3. Legal Reasoning: 

• Legal principles and their application to factual situations. 

• Constitutional, criminal, and civil law basics. 

• Questions based on hypothetical legal scenarios. 

4. Logical Reasoning: 

• Analytical reasoning, arguments, assumptions, and conclusions. 

• Series, patterns, analogies, and syllogisms. 

5. Quantitative Techniques: 

• Short sets of facts or graphs requiring mathematical interpretation. 

• Basic arithmetic, ratios, percentages, and averages (Class 10 level). 

 

 



Preparation Resources 

• Preparation Tips: 

o Read newspapers like The Hindu or Indian Express daily for current affairs. 

o Practice comprehension-based questions and logical puzzles. 

o Revise key legal maxims and constitutional articles regularly. 

o Attempt previous years’ papers and online mock tests. 

Conclusion 

The CLAT examination is the most important entry gateway for students aspiring to pursue law in India. It evaluates 

reading comprehension, critical reasoning, and awareness — essential skills for a successful legal career. By preparing 

systematically and focusing on understanding rather than memorization, students can secure admission to India’s top 

National Law Universities and begin a rewarding journey in the field of law, justice, and governance. 

 


