
What is the JEE – and the Exam Pattern 

The JEE is India’s national-level engineering entrance examination, taken by students in class 12 (or equivalent) who 

wish to get admission into undergraduate engineering (B.E./B.Tech) and related programmes. 

There are two main levels: 

• JEE Main — the first step. 

• JEE Advanced — if you wish to enter the prestigious IITs (Indian Institutes of Technology) you must clear 

JEE Main and then qualify for JEE Advanced. 

Exam pattern of JEE Main 

Here are the key features of JEE Main’s pattern that students should know: 

•  Computer-based online test.  

• For Paper 1 (for B.E./B.Tech): Subjects are Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics 

• Duration: About 3 hours (180 minutes) for general candidates. For specially-abled (PwD) candidates, extra time 

is given.   

• Number of questions and marking (recent pattern): For example, in 2025, Section A had 20 MCQs each in the 

three subjects, and Section B had 5 numerical-value questions each subject (which must be attempted) — 

making a total of 75 questions in Paper 1, for about 300 marks. 

• The exam is offered in multiple languages including Assamese (which is important for students in Assam).   

• For Paper 2 (for B.Arch / B.Planning) the structure is different (e.g., drawing aptitude for B.Arch, planning 

aptitude for B.Planning).   

It’s important for students to note: the pattern may stand similar for coming years, but always check the official 

notification for the year you will appear. 

Exam pattern of JEE Advanced 

Once you clear JEE Main (and meet other eligibility), you may appear for JEE Advanced. Key points: 

• The exam is typically two papers in one day (Paper 1 and Paper 2) covering Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics. 

• Each paper is of 3 hours. 

• The questions are objective type and often more challenging, requiring deeper conceptual understanding and 

application of the subjects. 

• The eligibility to appear and attempt limits are strictly enforced.  

What Subjects are Included, Which Exams are Held, and Eligibility Criteria 

Subjects included 

For both JEE Main and JEE Advanced, the core subjects are: Physics, Chemistry, and Mathematics. 

When you look at the board exam qualification (class 12) and eligibility, you will also find that you need to have studied 

these subjects (plus approved other subjects) in your 10+2 or equivalent.   

Which exams are held 

• JEE Main: This is conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA) for B.E./B.Tech, B.Arch, B.Planning. 

• JEE Advanced: Conducted for admission to IITs (and some other institutions as defined) for B.E./B.Tech in IITs, 

and some other programmes. 



Eligibility criteria 

For JEE Main 

Key eligibility points for JEE Main include: 

• You must have passed the 10+2 (or equivalent) examination from a recognized board.   

• There is no age limit for JEE Main  

• Year of passing: The exam will allow candidates who have passed class 12 in certain years or appearing in the 

current year. For example, for 2026, candidates who passed class 12 in 2024, 2025 or appearing in 2026 are 

eligible.   

• For admission (into NITs/IIITs etc) via JEE Main, additional criteria may apply such as minimum percentage in 

class 12 (for general category typically 75%, for SC/ST 65%) and possibly top-20 percentile in board.   

• Subject combination: It is required that you have Physics and Mathematics as compulsory subjects in 10+2 and 

one of Chemistry/Biology/Biotechnology/Technical-vocational subject for some cases.   

 

For JEE Advanced 

To appear for JEE Advanced you must first meet JEE Main eligibility and then additional specific criteria: 

• You must be among the top 2,50,000 successful candidates in the BE/BTech paper of JEE Main (including all 

categories) in that year.   

• Age limit: Must have been born on or after a specified date (for example for 2025: born on or after 

October 1, 2000 for general category; SC/ST/PwD get 5-yr relaxation).   

• Number of attempts: You may attempt JEE Advanced a maximum of two times in two consecutive years.   

• Year of appearance in Class 12 (or equivalent): The first time you appear in class 12 must be in one of the 

specified years (for example, for 2025: 2024 or 2025) with Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics as compulsory 

subjects. Those who appeared earlier are not eligible.   

 

 

 


