
National Defence Academy (NDA) Examination 

Overview 

The National Defence Academy (NDA) Examination is one of India’s most prestigious competitive exams 

conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). It serves as the gateway for young aspirants who 

wish to join the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force as officers. Successful candidates undergo training at the 

NDA in Khadakwasla, Pune, followed by specialized training at respective service academies — the Indian 

Military Academy (Dehradun), Naval Academy (Ezhimala), and Air Force Academy (Hyderabad). 

Exam Conducting Authority 

• Conducted by: Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) 

• Training Institute: National Defence Academy (Khadakwasla, Pune) and subsequent service 

academies 

Frequency of Examination 

The NDA exam is conducted twice every year — usually in April (NDA-I) and September (NDA-II). 

Notification and application forms are released around December–January and May–June, respectively. 

Eligibility Criteria 

• Nationality: Must be a citizen of India. 

• Age Limit: Candidates must be between 16½ and 19½ years at the commencement of the course. 

• Gender: Both male and female candidates are eligible. 

• Marital Status: Must be unmarried. 

• Educational Qualification: 

o Army Wing: Passed Class 12 (10+2) or equivalent examination. 

o Air Force and Naval Wings: Passed Class 12 with Physics and Mathematics. 

o Candidates appearing in Class 12 may also apply. 

Why Appear for the Exam / Benefits 

The NDA offers students an opportunity to serve the nation with honor and distinction while building a strong 

career in defence services. Key benefits include: 

• Prestigious career in the Indian Armed Forces. 

• Free education, training, accommodation, and medical facilities during the course. 

• Early leadership and discipline training. 

• Attractive pay and allowances after commissioning as an officer. 

• Opportunity to serve the nation in the Army, Navy, or Air Force. 

 

 

 



Examination Pattern 

The NDA selection process comprises two stages: 

1. Written Examination 

2. SSB (Services Selection Board) Interview 

1. Written Examination 

The written exam has two papers conducted on the same day: 

Paper Subject Duration Marks 

Paper I Mathematics 2½ hours 300 

Paper II 
General Ability Test 
(GAT) 

2½ hours 600 

Total 900 

 

• Negative Marking: ⅓ marks deducted for each wrong answer. 

• Medium: English and Hindi. 

• Type: Objective (Multiple Choice Questions). 

2. SSB Interview 

• Conducted in two stages: Psychological Tests and Group Testing Officer Tasks. 

• Total Marks: 900. 

• Tests candidates on personality, intelligence, and leadership qualities. 

• Duration: 5 days at designated SSB centers. 

Syllabus 

Paper I – Mathematics 

Based on Class 11 and 12 syllabus: 

• Algebra, Matrices & Determinants 

• Trigonometry 

• Analytical Geometry (2D & 3D) 

• Differential & Integral Calculus 

• Vector Algebra 

• Statistics & Probability

 

 

 

 



Paper II – General Ability Test (GAT) 

Part A – English (200 Marks) 

• Grammar and Usage 

• Vocabulary and Comprehension 

• Sentence Correction and Synonyms 

Part B – General Knowledge (400 Marks) 

• Physics: Basic principles of motion, energy, electricity, heat 

• Chemistry: Structure of matter, elements, compounds, chemical reactions 

• General Science: Human body, food, diseases, environment 

• History and Geography: Indian freedom struggle, Earth structure, climate 

• Current Events: National & International importance

Preparation Resources 

• Practice: Solve previous years’ question papers and take mock tests regularly. 

• Physical Fitness: Regular exercise, running, and discipline are essential for SSB success. 

Conclusion 

The NDA Examination is not just an entrance test but a gateway to a life of discipline, honor, and service. It 

allows young aspirants to pursue an education combined with rigorous military training, preparing them to 

lead the nation’s defence forces with pride and integrity. 


