
What is NEET? 

NEET (National Eligibility cum Entrance Test) is India's only medical entrance exam for undergraduate courses 
like MBBS, BDS, BAMS, BHMS, BUMS, and other allied medical programs. 

It is conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA) and is required for admission to: 

• All government and private medical colleges in India (except AIIMS and JIPMER, which now also 
accept NEET scores) 

• AIIMS and JIPMER campuses (through NEET since 2020) 

• Medical colleges abroad (as NEET qualification is mandatory for Indian students planning to study 
medicine abroad) 

 

1. NEET Exam Pattern 

The NEET exam is pen-and-paper based (offline) and held once a year, usually in May. 

 

Key Highlights of NEET Exam Pattern: 

• Mode: Offline (OMR-based — candidates mark answers with a black/blue ballpoint pen) 

• Duration: 3 hours 20 minutes (200 minutes) 

• Total Questions: 200 questions (need to attempt 180) 

• Total Marks: 720 marks 

• Type of Questions: Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) 

 

Question Distribution: 

Subject Sections Questions Marks 

Physics A & B 45 180 

Chemistry A & B 45 180 

Botany A & B 45 180 

Zoology A & B 45 180 

Total  180 720 
 

Each subject is divided into two sections: 

• Section A: 35 questions (compulsory) 

• Section B: 15 questions (only 10 need to be answered) 

Marking Scheme: 

• +4 marks for every correct answer 

• –1 mark for every incorrect answer 

• 0 marks for unattempt questions 

 



2. Subjects Included, Exams Held & Eligibility Criteria 

Subjects Included in NEET: 

Students need to prepare the following core subjects: 

• Physics (Classes 11 & 12 level) 

• Chemistry (Classes 11 & 12 level) 

• Biology (Botany + Zoology — Classes 11 & 12 level) 

These are based on NCERT syllabus followed by CBSE and most state boards (including AHSEC — Assam 
Higher Secondary Education Council). 

Eligibility Criteria for NEET: 

Criteria Requirement 

Nationality Indian Citizens, NRIs, OCIs, PIOs, Foreign Nationals 

Minimum Age 17 years as on 31st December of the exam year 

Upper Age Limit No upper age limit (as per latest NMC and SC rulings) 

Qualification Must have passed (or appearing for) Class 12 or equivalent 

Subjects in 10+2 Physics, Chemistry, Biology/Biotechnology, English as core subjects 

Minimum Marks - General: 50% in PCB aggregate 

                                 - OBC/SC/ST: 40%   

                                 - PwD (General): 45%                      

| Attempts Limit | No limit on number of attempts | 

3. What Entrance Exam to Give to Get into Medical Institutes? 

The only entrance exam required for UG medical admission in India is: 

NEET-UG (National Eligibility cum Entrance Test - Undergraduate) 

You need to clear NEET for admission to: 

• MBBS (Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery) 

• BDS (Dental Surgery) 

• BAMS (Ayurveda) 

• BHMS (Homeopathy) 

• BUMS (Unani Medicine) 

• BSMS (Siddha) 

• B.Sc. Nursing (select colleges use NEET scores) 

• Veterinary Courses (in some states including Assam) 

 

 



Medical Institutes in Assam that Accept NEET: 

Students from Assam can get admission into government and private medical colleges via NEET, including: 

• Gauhati Medical College and Hospital (GMCH), Guwahati 

• Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh (AMCH) 

• Silchar Medical College (SMCH) 

• Tezpur Medical College 

• Jorhat Medical College 

• Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed Medical College, Barpeta 

• Lakhimpur and Dhubri Medical Colleges (newer ones) 

Admissions happen through: 

• 85% State Quota: Based on NEET score and domicile eligibility 

• 15% All India Quota (AIQ): Open to all NEET-qualified candidates across India 

• Apply via NEET official portal (https://neet.nta.nic.in) 

 


