What is NID?

The National Institute of Design (NID) is India’s top design college, recognized internationally for its high-
quality education in Industrial Desigh, Communication Design, Textile & Apparel Design, and many other
creative disciplines.

There are multiple NID campuses, including;:
e NID Ahmedabad (Main campus)
e NID Gandhinagar
e NID Bengaluru
e NID Andhra Pradesh
e NID Haryana
¢ NID Madhya Pradesh

e NID Assam

What is NID DAT?

To get admission into NID’s Bachelor of Design (B.Des) or Master of Design (M.Des) programs, students must
appear for the NID DAT — Design Aptitude Test.

NID DAT is the official entrance exam conducted in two stages:

1. DAT Prelims — A written exam (pen and paper-based)

2. DAT Mains - A studio test + personal interview (for shortlisted candidates)
Only students who clear the Prelims move on to the Mains round.
NID DAT Exam Pattern (for B.Des)

1. DAT Prelims (Stage 1)

Feature Details
Mode Offline (Pen-and-paper)
Duration 3 hours
Type of Questions Drawing + Objective + Theory
Total Marks ~100
Medium English

Subjects/Skills Tested:
e Drawing and Sketching
e Creativity and Imagination
e Visual Reasoning
e Observation and Analysis
e General Design Awareness
e Knowledge of Art & Culture

e Logical & Critical Thinking



2. DAT Mains (Stage 2) - For shortlisted candidates

Component Includes

Studio Test Hands-on tasks: model making, group exercises, material handling, etc.
Interview Personal interview with portfolio review (optional for B.Des)

The Mains tests your real-world design ability — not just theory but how you think, imagine, and create.

Subjects Included / Skills Required
NID DAT doesn’t follow traditional academic subjects like Maths or Science. Instead, it focuses on:
e Creativity & Imagination
o Design Thinking
e Sketching & Drawing Skills
e Visual Communication
o General Knowledge related to art, design, culture
e Logical Reasoning
What Courses are Offered via NID DAT?
e B.Des (Bachelor of Design) — 4-year undergraduate course

e M.Des (Master of Design) — 2.5-year postgraduate course

Eligibility Criteria for NID DAT (B.Des)

Criteria Requirement

Age Limit Maximum 20 years (relaxation for SC/ST/PwD)

Educ.a.tion.al Must have passed or be appearing for Class 12 (any stream) from arecognized board
Qualification

Nationality Indian/Foreign nationals can apply

Students from any stream — Science, Commerce, or Arts —can apply.

NID Campuses Offering B.Des
Campus Location
NID Ahmedabad Gujarat

NID Andhra Pradesh Amaravati
NID Haryana Kurukshetra

NID Madhya Pradesh Bhopal

NID Assam Jorhat (Ideal for Assam students!)



Important Dates (Typical Timeline)

Event Tentative Timeframe
Application Starts September - October
DAT Prelims (Stage 1) December —January
DAT Prelims Result February — March
DAT Mains (Stage 2) April - May
Final Result May - June
Admissions & Counseling June - July

NID Assam - A Special Opportunity for Students from Assam

The NID Assam campus in Jorhat is a great option for students from the Northeast who want to study design at
a national level without moving too far from home.

NID Assam offers the same high-quality B.Des program as the other NIDs, with special focus on regional
craft, textile design, and sustainable design — reflecting the rich cultural heritage of Assam.

How to Start Preparing for NID DAT (While in School)
If you’re in Class 9 to 12, here’s how to begin early:
o Practice freehand sketching daily
e Observe the world around you — buildings, objects, people
e Trysolving puzzles and visual reasoning games
e Read about Indian art, culture, famous designers, architecture
e Create a portfolio (optional but useful)
o Take mock tests and join NID coaching (online/offline) if needed
Career Opportunities After NID

After graduating from NID, you can work in:

Product Design

e Fashion & Textile Industry

e Animation & Film Design

e Graphic Design

e UI/UX (User Experience) Design
e Advertising & Branding

e Automobile & Industrial Design
e Start your own creative business

NID graduates are hired by top companies like Tata, Samsung, Infosys, Flipkart, Titan, Adidas, and design
studios globally.



