
National Institute of Design (NID), Ahmedabad 

Introduction 

For students in Assam (and across India) who are fascinated by design, creativity and innovation, the 
National Institute of Design (NID) at Ahmedabad offers one of the premier destinations. Founded in 1961, the 
Ahmedabad campus of NID has grown into a multi-disciplinary design institute of national importance.  

 

 

   

Campus and Student Life 

• The NID campus in Ahmedabad is located in the Paldi area of the city of Ahmedabad, Gujarat. It features 
modern design studios, workshops, computer labs, and creative spaces.  

 



 

• Student life at NID is intense, hands-on, project-based. Students are often seen collaborating, 
prototyping and engaging with real-world design challenges. One article describes it as a “24/7 learning 
experience” for design aspirants. 

• For students coming from Assam or other states, one major benefit is the exposure to a pan-India & 
international peer group, plus access to institutes, workshops and industry collaborations rooted in 
India’s design education landscape. 

• Practical tip: Visiting the campus (if possible) or viewing video tours helps you see whether the 
environment appeals to you — design courses need a creative mindset and comfort with hands-on work. 

Courses Offered & Seat Availability 

Here's a summarised chart for the major programmes offered at NID Ahmedabad. 

Course Chart 

Level Programme Faculty / Stream Approximate Intake (Seats) Duration* 

UG B.Design 
(B.Des) 

Faculty of Communication Design 
(Animation, Film & Video 
Communication, Graphic Design, 
Exhibition Design) 

~ 64 seats (UG) in Comm Design 
stream at Ahmedabad.  4 years 

UG B.Design 
(B.Des) 

Faculty of Industrial Design (Product 
Design, Furniture & Interior Design, 
Ceramic & Glass) 

~ 45 seats (UG) in Ind Design 
stream.  4 years 

UG B.Design 
(B.Des) 

Faculty of Textile, Apparel, Lifestyle & 
Accessory Design ~ 19 seats (UG) in this stream.  4 years 

PG M.Design 
(M.Des) 

Various streams (Communication 
Design, Industrial Design, Textile, etc) 

~ 57 seats (PG) in Comm 
Design; ~ 50 in Ind Design; ~ 19 
in Textile stream. Total ~126 
seats PG. 

2 years  

 

Additional Seat Info 

• For the undergraduate B.Des programme at Ahmedabad, the total intake is around 128 seats (across all 
specialisations) for 2026.  

• For the PG M.Des programme, intake is around 126 seats for 2026 at Ahmedabad.  

• Reservation norms apply: For example, for B.Des at Ahmedabad: Gen-EWS, OBC-NCL, SC, ST categories 
are defined.  

• For example: For B.Des at Ahmedabad: ~125 seats (some sources), with category breakup: e.g., 
Gen-EWS:13, OBC-NCL:34, SC:19, ST:9 for one year’s intake.  

• For PG, likewise reservation norms apply.  

Entrance Exam & Admission Process 

For students from Assam (and the rest of India), understanding the entrance exam and admission pathway is 
critical. Here’s how it works for NID Ahmedabad. 

Entrance Exam – NID Design Aptitude Test (DAT) 

• Admission to both B.Des (UG) and M.Des (PG) programmes at NID Ahmedabad is done via the NID DAT.  

• The DAT usually has two stages: Prelims and Mains.  



• The exam assesses creativity, design aptitude, visual thinking, problem-solving, drawing, observation 
and general design awareness.  

• For example, for B.Des: Prelims may carry ~40% weight and Mains ~30% (plus studio test) in some years.  

Eligibility & Important Points 

• For the UG programme: You should have passed (or appearing) in Class 12 (10+2) or equivalent. Age 
limits may apply.  

• For students from Assam or any state: You must register for the DAT exam when the official notification 
comes out (usually every year around September-December for the next year’s admission).  

• After qualifying the exam, you will participate in counselling, seat allotment, verification and then join the 
programme.  

Tips for Assam Students & First-Timers 

• Start building your design aptitude early: Practice observation, sketching, creative problem solving, 
visual composition and reading about design. 

• Visit previous years’ sample papers or question types of NID DAT to familiarise yourself with the pattern. 

• Keep track of important dates: application opening, prelims and mains exam schedule, result 
announcements. 

• Choose your preferred specialisation with care: At NID Ahmedabad you get streams like Animation, 
Graphic Design, Product Design, Furniture & Interior Design, Textile etc (see chart above). Choose what 
interests you, not just what sounds good. 

• Since seats are limited, competition is tough. Aim for good preparation and aim for a strong 
portfolio/skillset even though the exam focuses on aptitude more than a formal portfolio. 

• For students from Assam: Consider travelling/timing/financial aspects (Ahmedabad is far). Also explore 
hostel/transport info, cost of living etc. 

Why Choose NID Ahmedabad? 

• It has a long legacy in design education (since 1961) and has been declared an Institution of National 
Importance under Act of Parliament. 

• The campus environment is design-centric: studios, labs, workshops that allow you to ‘make’ and ‘think’ 
beyond just theory. 

• Peer group & exposure: You will study alongside creative students from across India. 

• Good brand value: Having “NID Ahmedabad” on your certificate helps in design industry jobs, creative 
roles, research and higher studies. 

• For Assamese students, securing admission and moving to a leading institute gives a solid step into 
national-level design education. 

 


