
The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) conducts the Civil Services Examination (CSE) is one of the 
most prestigious and competitive exams in India. 

It is the gateway to top government positions like: 

• IAS – Indian Administrative Service 

• IPS – Indian Police Service 

• IFS – Indian Foreign Service 

• IRS – Indian Revenue Service 

• And many more Group A and Group B Central Government services 

This exam is not just a test — it’s a pathway to serve the nation at the highest administrative levels. 

1. What is the Exam Pattern? 

The UPSC Civil Services Exam is conducted in three stages: 

Stage 1: Preliminary Examination (Prelims) 

• Type: Objective (Multiple Choice Questions) 

• Papers: 

o Paper I – General Studies (GS) 

o Paper II – CSAT (Civil Services Aptitude Test) 

• Total Marks: 400 (200 each) 

• Duration: 2 hours per paper 

• Purpose: Qualifying in nature – used to screen candidates for the Mains 

• Note: Only GS Paper I is considered for merit ranking; CSAT is qualifying (need 33% marks) 

Stage 2: Mains Examination 

• Type: Descriptive (Essay-style answers) 

• Papers: 9 papers in total 

o 2 Qualifying Papers: 

▪ Paper A: Indian Language (from 22 scheduled languages – Assamese included) 

▪ Paper B: English 

o 7 Papers for Ranking: 

▪ Essay 

▪ General Studies I, II, III, IV 

▪ Optional Subject Paper I 

▪ Optional Subject Paper II 

• Total Marks for Merit: 1750 marks 

• Language: Candidates can write papers in English or any regional language listed in the Constitution 
(Assamese included) 

 



Stage 3: Personality Test (Interview) 

• Type: Personal Interview by a panel 

• Marks: 275 

• Purpose: Assess candidate’s personality, leadership, decision-making, and awareness 

• Final Merit: Mains (1750) + Interview (275) = 2025 marks 

 
2. Subjects Included, Exams Held & Eligibility Criteria 

Subjects Covered 

The UPSC CSE syllabus covers a wide range of subjects, mainly: 

Prelims: 

• General Studies (Paper I): 

o History of India & Indian National Movement 

o Indian Polity & Governance 

o Geography (India & World) 

o Economy 

o Environment & Ecology 

o Science & Technology 

o Current Affairs 

• CSAT (Paper II): 

o Logical Reasoning 

o Basic Numeracy 

o Comprehension 

o Data Interpretation 

o Decision-Making 

Mains: 

• General Studies 

o GS Paper I: History, Culture, Geography, Society 

o GS Paper II: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice 

o GS Paper III: Economy, Agriculture, Science & Tech, Environment 

o GS Paper IV: Ethics, Integrity, Aptitude 

• Essay 

• Optional Subject (2 Papers) – Candidates choose one from subjects like: 

o History, Geography, Political Science, Sociology, Anthropology, Assamese Literature, etc. 

 



Exams Held 

• Prelims: Usually held in May/June every year 

• Mains: Held around September/October 

• Interview: Conducted around February–April next year 

• Final Result: Declared in May 

Eligibility Criteria 

Criteria Requirement 

Nationality Indian citizens (for IAS, IPS) 

Minimum Age 21 years as of 1st August of the exam year 

Maximum Age - General: 32 years 

                            - OBC: 35 years   

                            - SC/ST: 37 years                          

Educational Qualification | Graduate degree from a recognized university (any stream)  

Important Note: Students in Assam or other states can choose Assamese language for the Mains exam and 
can even take the Assamese Literature optional subject. 

 

 

 

 


